
 
January 2026 Newsletter 
Peppergrass Homeowner’s Association 
 
Property Managers:    
Costley & Company Rental Management, 812-336-6246  
or email to: Info@CostleyCompany.com 
 

Happy New Year!  
​  
2025 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs (2026 Board starts after Annual Meeting) 
 
President  ​ Lori Todd​ ​ Lori@CallChoiceRealty.com​         Communications 
Vice-President​ Asghar Gharakhani​ aghara@iu.edu​​ ​         Building & Architecture​  
Secretary​ Rebecca Philippsen​ philippsen.rebecca@gmail.com​         Welcome Ambassador 
Treasurer​ Susan Summers​ s.j.summers@hotmail.com​         Finances/Website 
Director​ ​ Theresa Wellman​ wellmandillon@att.net​ ​         Amenities 
Director​​ Kaye Beavers​ ​ kaye.beavers@gmail.com​         Landscaping 
Director​ ​ Mary Ellen McCann​ memccann@iu.edu​ ​         Activities 
Director​ ​ Gail Dunning​ ​ gdunning45@sbcglobal.net​         Pepper Helpers Liaison 
 

Website:  ​ https://peppergrasshomeownersassociation.weebly.com/ 

Facebook Page:  ​https://www.facebook.com/peppergrassHOA 

 
IMPORTANT…   2026 Annual Meeting  
Please plan to attend on January 20 at 6:00pm.  
The Annual Meeting will be held at the Peppergrass Clubhouse,  
located at 654 E Heather Drive. 
 
Do you have a few spare hours in the month? Do you care about the community? Do you like to 
help with governing matters or social activities? THE HOA NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! 
We have a few board members who will be retiring from the board. Our HOA is responsible for 
common area maintenance and maintaining our assets and managing the annual budget. We 
have 3 seats open for the 2026 Board of Directors.  If you’d like to be on the slate, send a brief 
bio to Info@CostleyCompany.com and come to the annual meeting to introduce yourself! 
**************************************************************************************************** 
Staying Informed:  Residents who would like more information about the HOA budget, or have 
ideas or suggestions to hold down costs, are encouraged to attend a board meeting, reach out to a 
board member or our property manager, Costley and Co.  Transparency and open communication 
remain a priority as we navigate these challenges together. 

mailto:Info@CostleyCompany.com
mailto:Info@CostleyCompany.com


THANK YOU to Mary Ellen McCann & Asghar Gharakhani for serving on the Board of Directors 
and Committees over the past several years. We are grateful for your volunteer time! 

**************************************************************************************************** 
SOCIAL/ACTIVITIES:   
January:  There are no activities planned in January.   
February: There will be Ladies Coffee and Book Exchange, no Social.  
The committee will reconvene soon to set the remainder of 2026 activities, so stay tuned! 
 
************************************************************************************************************ 

Cleaning Dryer Vents: Why It Matters 

Keeping your dryer vents clean is one of those simple home-maintenance steps that carries a 
big impact. Over time, lint builds up inside the vent line—far beyond what you see in the lint 
trap. As that buildup grows, it restricts airflow, forces the dryer to work harder, and creates a 
highly flammable environment. Each year, thousands of house fires start from clogged dryer 
vents, most of which could have been prevented with routine cleaning. 

A clear vent helps your dryer run efficiently, reduces wear on the appliance, shortens drying 
time, and lowers energy use. Most importantly, it protects your home and occupants by 
removing a common fire hazard. 

For most households, having the vents professionally cleaned once a year is a smart and 
proactive safety habit. It’s a small task that offers tremendous peace of mind—just the kind of 
care that keeps a home running well for years to come. This is an owner-responsibility, not an 
HOA-responsibility. It is recommended that you do not run the clothes dryer unattended.  

************************************************************************************************************* 

Why HOA Fees Are Increasing…. 

HOA fee adjustments are driven by higher operating costs that affect nearly all residential communities. 
These include increases in contracted services, building maintenance, and reserve funding to address 
long-term repairs. The board is obligated to ensure that the association remains financially stable, 
compliant with governing documents, and able to maintain the property for the benefit of all owners. 

HOA fees must be applied uniformly and cannot be adjusted based on individual circumstances. While 
affordability concerns are real and important, the association is required to operate within its approved 
budget and bylaws. 

Unfortunately, there is currently no housing option in Bloomington that has been shielded from rising 
costs. Whether renting, owning a single-family home, or living within an HOA community, residents are 
facing higher expenses as part of broader economic and market trends. 


